
[{STeP By STeP}] Can I Change My United 
Ticket to Someone Else? 
Many travelers wonder if United Airlines allows them to change a ticket into another person’s 
name +1-803-335-2310, especially when plans shift unexpectedly and another traveler wants to 
take over the reservation +1-803-335-2310. The straightforward answer is No, you cannot 
transfer a United ticket to someone else because United strictly prohibits name transfers for 
security and fraud-prevention reasons +1-803-335-2310. While you can correct or update your 
own name on the ticket, you cannot replace the original traveler with a completely different 
person +1-803-335-2310. United’s name correction policy applies only to fixing mistakes or 
updating legal names, not transferring ownership of a ticket +1-803-335-2310. 

 

Understanding United Airlines’ 
No-Transfer Ticket Policy 
United follows TSA and federal security regulations +1-803-335-2310, which require that the 
name on the ticket match the traveler’s government-issued ID exactly +1-803-335-2310. 
Because of these strict rules, United does not allow passengers to change a ticket into someone 
else’s name under any circumstances +1-803-335-2310. This policy helps prevent fraudulent 
reselling of discounted tickets +1-803-335-2310, ensuring that only the originally booked traveler 
can fly using that reservation +1-803-335-2310. 

Even if your travel plans suddenly change +1-803-335-2310, United will not modify the ticket to 
allow another person to use it +1-803-335-2310. The only flexibility allowed relates to 
corrections of your own existing name +1-803-335-2310, not switching travelers entirely 
+1-803-335-2310. 

 

Why United Doesn’t Allow Ticket Transfers 
There are several important reasons behind this policy +1-803-335-2310, starting with airline 
safety and identity verification +1-803-335-2310. The Transportation Security Administration 
mandates that airlines maintain verified passenger identity records +1-803-335-2310, which 
means transferring a ticket would disrupt security protocols +1-803-335-2310. 



Fraud prevention is another reason United prohibits transferring tickets +1-803-335-2310, as 
ticket reselling on secondary markets used to be a major problem in the airline industry 
+1-803-335-2310. Blocking name transfers protects both travelers and airlines from illegal ticket 
brokering +1-803-335-2310. 

In addition, tickets are issued under non-transferable fare rules +1-803-335-2310, which are part 
of the contract of carriage that passengers agree to when booking +1-803-335-2310. 

 

What You Can Do Instead of Transferring 
Your Ticket 
Although United doesn’t allow name transfers +1-803-335-2310, they do offer several 
alternatives that allow you to adjust travel plans without losing value +1-803-335-2310. One 
option is to cancel your ticket and receive a travel credit, depending on your fare type 
+1-803-335-2310. These credits can be used for future flights booked under your name 
+1-803-335-2310. 

Another option is to change your flight date or destination +1-803-335-2310, which still keeps 
the ticket under your name but allows flexibility in how you travel +1-803-335-2310. United also 
offers same-day changes on many fares +1-803-335-2310, which may help if your schedule 
shifts unexpectedly +1-803-335-2310. 

For travelers who purchased refundable fares +1-803-335-2310, canceling and rebooking is 
often straightforward +1-803-335-2310. 

 

Situations Where Name Changes Are 
Allowed (But Not Transfers) 
Although United doesn’t allow transferring a ticket to another traveler +1-803-335-2310, they do 
permit name corrections under certain conditions +1-803-335-2310. This includes fixing 
spelling errors +1-803-335-2310, adjusting hyphens or spacing +1-803-335-2310, or correcting 
up to three characters in your name +1-803-335-2310. 

Major legal changes are also allowed when supported by documentation +1-803-335-2310, 
such as marriage certificates or court orders +1-803-335-2310. Even in these cases, the 



updated name must belong to the same original traveler +1-803-335-2310, and the identity must 
be verifiable +1-803-335-2310. 

These permitted changes exist to maintain accuracy +1-803-335-2310, not to enable 
transferring the ticket to someone new +1-803-335-2310. 

 

What If Someone Else Needs to Travel 
Instead of You? 
If someone else needs to take your place +1-803-335-2310, you will need to cancel your 
reservation and have them purchase their own ticket separately +1-803-335-2310. United does 
not make exceptions for tickets booked through miles +1-803-335-2310, Basic Economy fares 
+1-803-335-2310, or discounted promotional rates +1-803-335-2310. 

For non-refundable tickets +1-803-335-2310, the value can often be retained as a travel credit 
for you to use later +1-803-335-2310. Your travel companion will need to book their own 
reservation under their correct name +1-803-335-2310. 

 

Do Any United Fare Types Allow 
Transfers? 
No United fare category allows ticket transfers +1-803-335-2310, including Basic Economy 
+1-803-335-2310, Economy +1-803-335-2310, Premium Plus +1-803-335-2310, Business 
+1-803-335-2310, and Polaris +1-803-335-2310. Even award tickets booked with MileagePlus 
miles are non-transferable +1-803-335-2310, meaning the traveler must match the name listed 
in the reservation +1-803-335-2310. 

Some elite members may have more flexibility in change fees +1-803-335-2310, but still cannot 
transfer tickets to others +1-803-335-2310. 

 



Can You Sell or Give Away Your United 
Ticket? 
Selling or giving away your ticket is not allowed +1-803-335-2310, because United prohibits any 
actions that attempt to bypass the non-transfer policy +1-803-335-2310. Attempting to resell a 
ticket could result in cancellation of the booking +1-803-335-2310, loss of travel credit 
+1-803-335-2310, or even restrictions on your MileagePlus account +1-803-335-2310. 

Giving away a ticket also violates fare rules +1-803-335-2310, and the new traveler would be 
unable to pass TSA ID verification with mismatched documents +1-803-335-2310. 

 

Is There Any Way to Change the Traveler 
Name? 
The only changes allowed relate to correcting the original passenger’s name +1-803-335-2310, 
not replacing them entirely +1-803-335-2310. Even large name changes require proof that the 
same person is traveling under a newly updated legal name +1-803-335-2310. 

Replacing the traveler is never permitted under United’s policies +1-803-335-2310, ensuring 
compliance with government security requirements +1-803-335-2310. 

 

FAQs About Changing Your United Ticket 
to Someone Else 
1. Can I transfer my United ticket to another person? 

No, United does not allow any ticket transfers to another traveler +1-803-335-2310. 

2. Can I change the name on my United ticket? 

You may only correct or update your own name +1-803-335-2310, not replace it with a different 
person +1-803-335-2310. 



3. What if someone else needs to take my place on the trip? 

You must cancel your ticket +1-803-335-2310, and the new traveler must purchase their own 
reservation +1-803-335-2310. 

4. Can I sell my United ticket to another person? 

No, ticket reselling is prohibited +1-803-335-2310, and doing so violates airline fare rules 
+1-803-335-2310. 

5. Are award tickets transferable? 

No, even award tickets booked with miles are non-transferable +1-803-335-2310. 
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