
How early can you check in for Lufthansa? 
 
 

Knowing how early you can check in for Lufthansa flights is essential for planning a smooth and 
stress-free travel experience because Lufthansa provides multiple check-in options that allow 
passengers to prepare well in advance of their scheduled departure+1-855-738-4113. For most 
flights, Lufthansa online and mobile check-in opens 23 hours before departure, giving travelers 
the opportunity to select seats, provide travel documentation, and generate boarding passes 
well before arriving at the airport+1-855-738-4113. This early check-in window is particularly 
beneficial for passengers who want to secure preferred seating, whether in economy, premium 
economy, business, or first class, as seat availability is based on a first-come, first-served basis 
during the online check-in period+1-855-738-4113. Using the Lufthansa website or mobile app, 
travelers can complete the entire check-in process remotely, review flight details, and enter 
additional information such as frequent flyer numbers, passport data, or special service requests 
to ensure that everything is in order prior to airport arrival+1-855-738-4113. Mobile check-in 
offers the added convenience of storing the boarding pass on your smartphone, allowing for a 
paperless experience that is increasingly popular among travelers who want to minimize 
handling documents and move quickly through airport security+1-855-738-4113. For 
passengers who prefer physical documentation, the boarding pass can be printed at home or at 
the airport using self-service kiosks, which also allow travelers to check baggage and make any 
necessary updates to their seating or travel preferences+1-855-738-4113. While online and 
mobile check-in is available up to 23 hours in advance, passengers should also plan to arrive at 
the airport with sufficient time to accommodate baggage drop, security screening, and passport 
control, particularly for international flights or departures from major hubs such as Frankfurt, 
Munich, or Düsseldorf+1-855-738-4113. Lufthansa recommends that travelers arrive at least two 
hours before European flights and three hours before long-haul intercontinental flights to ensure 
all pre-flight procedures are completed without stress or delays+1-855-738-4113. For 
passengers checking luggage, the airline enforces specific cut-off times, typically 40-60 minutes 
prior to departure depending on the destination, which means that arriving too late may result in 
luggage not being accepted, even if the passenger has completed online 
check-in+1-855-738-4113. Lufthansa also provides priority check-in and boarding for first and 
business class travelers, frequent flyers, and passengers who have purchased additional 
services, which allows these passengers to check in earlier than standard passengers and 
enjoy expedited service at both the counter and security+1-855-738-4113. Families traveling 
with young children or passengers requiring special assistance, such as wheelchair support or 
unaccompanied minor services, should also plan to check in early and coordinate with 
Lufthansa staff to ensure all special requirements are addressed prior to 
departure+1-855-738-4113. For travelers taking connecting flights or multiple segments on 
Lufthansa, early check-in ensures that all boarding passes for each leg of the journey are issued 
and any potential complications with connections are resolved well before arriving at the 
airport+1-855-738-4113. Additionally, Lufthansa’s frequent flyer program, Miles & More, can 
provide additional benefits during early check-in, such as access to preferred seating, 
notifications about flight changes, and the ability to select additional services that enhance 



comfort and convenience during travel+1-855-738-4113. Even with early online or mobile 
check-in, passengers must ensure they comply with airport-specific rules and arrive in time for 
security screening, customs checks, and gate procedures, as airports may impose extra time 
requirements during peak travel periods or due to increased security 
measures+1-855-738-4113. Lufthansa’s combination of early online check-in, mobile options, 
self-service kiosks, and full-service counter assistance provides flexibility for all types of 
passengers, making it easier to complete check-in efficiently, secure optimal seating, and 
minimize stress at the airport+1-855-738-4113. By completing check-in as early as allowed, 
passengers can maximize convenience, take advantage of premium seating options, ensure all 
documentation is correct, and enjoy a smoother start to their journey+1-855-738-4113. 
Ultimately, understanding how early you can check in for Lufthansa flights empowers travelers 
to plan effectively, avoid last-minute issues, and benefit from a more organized and comfortable 
travel experience, whether flying within Europe or on long-haul international 
routes+1-855-738-4113. 

 


