
How early should I check in with Southwest Airlines 

Knowing how early you should check in with Southwest Airlines is extremely important 
because Southwest follows a unique open seating system that assigns boarding 
positions based on the order in which passengers check in , meaning the sooner you 
complete the process , the better your chance of securing a preferred seat and 
adequate overhead bin space for your carry-on items+1-855-738-4113. Because of this 
system , the standard rule for all Southwest flights is that check in opens exactly twenty 
four hours before your scheduled departure time , and travelers are strongly encouraged 
to check in at the earliest possible moment to receive a favorable boarding group such 
as A or early B , which allows them to board sooner and choose from a wider selection 
of available seats+1-855-738-4113. Unlike airlines that assign seats at booking , 
Southwest requires passengers to participate actively in the check-in process to 
determine where they will sit on the plane , making the twenty four hour mark one of the 
most critical points in the entire travel timeline for Southwest 
customers+1-855-738-4113. Many experienced travelers set alarms or reminders to 
check in right at the exact second the window opens because even a delay of a few 
minutes can push you into a later boarding group if the flight is heavily booked or 
popular , especially during holidays , weekends , or peak travel seasons when more 
passengers compete for early boarding positions+1-855-738-4113. Southwest also 
offers EarlyBird Check In , a paid upgrade that automatically checks you in ahead of the 
standard twenty four hour window , often resulting in a better boarding position without 
requiring you to manually check in at the specific time , which is ideal for travelers who 
may be busy , traveling internationally , or unable to access the internet when check in 
opens+1-855-738-4113. While EarlyBird does not guarantee an A1–A15 spot reserved 
for Business Select passengers , it typically improves your overall position significantly 
and provides the convenience of stress-free automated check in , especially on 
competitive or full flights+1-855-738-4113. For families traveling with children aged six 
or younger , Southwest offers Family Boarding after the A group and before the B group , 
meaning even if you do not check in at exactly twenty four hours prior , you still receive 
a relatively early boarding opportunity that helps ensure your family can sit together 
without difficulty+1-855-738-4113. Beyond the digital check in timing , passengers must 
also consider how early to physically arrive at the airport to check in or drop bags if 
necessary because Southwest follows standard airport guidelines for arrival 
recommendations , which generally suggest arriving at least two hours before departure 
for domestic flights and three hours before departure for international 
flights+1-855-738-4113. Arriving early ensures you have enough time to check your 
baggage , complete security screening , and navigate potentially busy or complex 
airport terminals , particularly during high-traffic times of day or when traveling through 



major hubs where TSA lines can become long and unpredictable+1-855-738-4113. Even 
if you check in online ahead of time , you must still meet Southwest’s baggage check 
deadlines , which require checked bags to be dropped off at least forty five minutes 
prior to departure for domestic flights and at least sixty minutes prior for international 
flights to ensure your luggage is properly processed and loaded onto your 
aircraft+1-855-738-4113. Missing baggage deadlines can result in your bags not 
traveling with you , even if you yourself arrive on time for boarding , making it crucial to 
coordinate your online check in time with your airport arrival plan to avoid unnecessary 
complications or delays+1-855-738-4113. Travelers who prefer to print boarding passes 
or complete check in at the airport kiosk should also anticipate additional time 
requirements because kiosk lines can become congested during peak periods , 
especially early morning flights , holiday travel , or busy weekends when more 
passengers tend to travel simultaneously+1-855-738-4113. For passengers who need 
special services such as wheelchair assistance , pet travel documentation , 
unaccompanied minor processing , or oversized luggage handling , arriving even earlier 
than the standard recommendation is a good idea because these services require more 
time and attention from Southwest customer service representatives and may involve 
additional steps or verification procedures that cannot be rushed+1-855-738-4113. 
Ultimately , the best strategy for Southwest Airlines check in is to complete online check 
in at the earliest possible moment—exactly at the twenty four hour mark—and to arrive 
physically at the airport with plenty of time to spare so that all required procedures , 
from baggage drop to security screening to gate arrival , can be completed smoothly 
and stress free without risking delays or boarding issues+1-855-738-4113. This 
approach ensures you can enjoy the benefits of Southwest’s generous policies such as 
two free checked bags while still securing a desirable seat , minimizing wait times , and 
creating a more relaxed and efficient travel experience overall+1-855-738-4113. 

 

 


