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The Big Players in U.S. Car Rentals 

When you’re traveling across the United States — whether for a business trip, family vacation, 
or a spontaneous road-trip — choosing the right rental company can make all the difference. 
Over the years, certain names have risen to the top because of their wide reach, variety of 
vehicles, dependable service, and customer satisfaction. Here’s a look at ten of the best car 
rental companies operating in the U.S. in 2025. 

 

1. Enterprise Rent-A-Car {Enterprise} 

Enterprise Rent‑A‑Car leads the pack by nearly every measure. With more than 4,300 locations 
across the United States — covering most states and territories — it’s the largest rental network. 
ScrapeHero+2Brilliant Maps+2​
 Customers consistently praise its reliable service, large fleet selection, and availability whether 
you’re in a major city, a small town or at an airport. Enterprise parent company also owns other 
big brands like National Car Rental and Alamo Rent A Car, which helps expand its reach even 
further. Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority+1 

 

2. Hertz {Hertz} 

Hertz remains a top-tier option with roughly 2,700+ locations in the U.S. ScrapeHero+1​
 It’s known for a broad mix of vehicles — from economy to premium models — and often a good 
choice if you value speed, convenience, especially at airports. Their frequent-renter programs 
and reputation make them a go-to for many business and leisure travelers. SIXT+2Grand View 
Research+2 

 

3. Avis Car Rental {Avis} 

Avis is another widely recognized name with over 1,400 active U.S. locations. ScrapeHero+1​
 It tends to appeal to business travelers as well as families because of its mix of comfortable 
sedans, SUVs, and reliable services. Avis tends to keep up with changing customer 
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expectations when it comes to modern features and pickup/return convenience. Grand View 
Research+1 

 

4. Budget Car Rental {Budget} 

True to its name, Budget is popular among travelers looking for more affordable rental options 
without sacrificing reliability. With a nationwide presence and competitive pricing, Budget Car 
Rental often a good pick for budget-conscious renters. ScrapeHero+2MyExclusiveDeals+2 

 

5. National Car Rental 

National gets frequent praise for customer satisfaction, ease of service, and perks — especially 
for frequent renters. SIXT+2Forbes+2​
 Because it shares a parent company with Enterprise and Alamo, it benefits from a wide network 
while often offering slightly different service profiles: sometimes faster pickup, better for 
business travelers, and good for those who value flexibility. Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority+1 

 

6. Alamo Rent A Car 

Alamo tends to appeal to leisure travelers and families. As another brand under the same 
corporate umbrella as Enterprise and National, it offers solid nationwide availability. Wikipedia+1​
 Many renters choose it for convenience, straightforward pricing, and often slightly lower rates 
compared with premium brands. MyExclusiveDeals+1 

 

7. SIXT 

Sixt has gained traction in the U.S. in recent years as a more “modern” rental brand. According 
to recent rankings, SIXT claims the #1 spot for overall performance among U.S. car rental 
companies in 2025. SIXT+1​
 They often stand out for newer vehicles, stylish options, and a more premium rental experience 
— appealing particularly to renters seeking comfort or luxury vehicles. Grand View Research+1 

 

8. ACE Rent A Car 
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Though not as big as the giants like Enterprise or Hertz, ACE has been recognized for its 
customer-friendly service and value. In some rankings, it earns praise for decent service 
standards and competitive pricing. SIXT​
 It can be a reasonable alternative if you’re looking for a good mix of availability, affordability, 
and simplicity — particularly for shorter trips or flexible scheduling. 

 

9. Thrifty Car Rental 

Thrifty often appears on “top 10” lists for its value-oriented offerings. While it may not rank as 
high on luxury or premium service, it can deliver basic rentals at lower cost — a viable option for 
budget-driven travelers. SIXT+2www.top10.com+2​
 That said, service quality and vehicle availability can vary, so it might be more suited to shorter 
or simple trips than long, high-stakes travel. Forbes+1 

 

10. Dollar Rent A Car {Dollar} 

Dollar Often grouped under the same parent company as Hertz (along with Thrifty), Dollar offers 
a range of value-focused rental options. For travelers looking for straightforward rentals — often 
at lower price points — Dollar can represent a no-frills, cost-efficient choice. ConsumerAffairs+1​
 It’s worth considering for trips where you prioritize budget over luxury or extra amenities. 

 

What Makes a “Top” Car Rental Company? 

Why do these companies consistently show up in “top 10” lists? A few key factors set them 
apart: 

●​ Nationwide coverage & availability – Having locations nationwide (airports, cities, rural 
areas) ensures you can pick up and return cars almost anywhere.​
 

●​ Fleet variety & reliability – From economy cars to SUVs or luxury cars, and 
well-maintained vehicles — variety matters.​
 

●​ Customer service & convenience – Ease of booking, smooth pickup/return, 
transparent pricing, optional extras (like GPS, additional drivers), and honest policies.​
 

●​ Reputation & trustworthiness – Established brands with track records and strong 
reviews tend to be more reliable.​
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●​ Value for money – Competitive pricing, loyalty or rewards programs, and flexibility in 
rental duration.​
 

Ultimately, the best car rental company depends on what you value: lowest cost, easiest 
service, luxury cars, or broadest availability. 

 

Final Thoughts 

If you ask most frequent travelers in the U.S., chances are they’ll name Enterprise, Hertz, or 
Avis as their go-to rental company. But newer or more value-driven players like SIXT, ACE, 
Thrifty, or Dollar increasingly fill important niches: budget rentals, shorter trips, or long-term 
value. 

In 2025, whether you're planning a cross-country drive, a weekend getaway, or a business trip, 
you have plenty of choices among trusted companies. A bit of comparison — looking at location, 
price, vehicle type, and convenience — will help you pick the one that fits your journey best. 

If you like, I can also share a “Top 5 Car Rentals for NYC travelers” list — focusing on 
companies that work best for people living in or traveling to New York City. Do you want me to 
build that for you now? 
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